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Stilgherrian * The Scriptorium 114
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CAMEL, SEPTEMBER A.S. XXV {1990)

Meeting date: 16th September

Mailing date: 26th September

UNTO THE COLLEGE QF HERALDS of the Kingdom of the West in the Principality of Lochac,
and unto all others who might read this missive, does Gereint Scholar, Crux Australis Herald,
send greetings. This is my Crux Australis Monthly Letier for September A.S. XX V.

This Month’s Highlights
* Roster changes. (page 1)
* New Rules for Submissions: the latest latest news, {page 1)
* This month’s submissions. (pages 2-9)
* News of previous submissions. (page &)
* Precedents. (pages 9-10)
Roster Changes

Mistress Aislinn de Valence has tendered her resignation as Prette Rouge Pursuivant in the Barcny of
Innilgard. Given that her first child will soon be bom, 1've accupted. She’ll stay on the Rosier as a
Pursuivant At Large. Her successor is Lord René du Bon Beis {Nigel Caste], 437 Payneham Road,
Felixswowe SA 5070. Telephone {08) 337-5458. Since Lord René is a PE, he'll be rostered as Acting
Frette Rouge.

With all the recent changes, T think ir's time to distribute a current Roster, so you’ll find one in this
Camel, on pages 17-18.

New Rules for Submissions

The new Rules for Submissions and Administrative Handbook were indeed mailed out to all heralds
recently — by surface mail! Please (ry to be be patient.

Meeting Schedule

Every month, the Crux Australis Herald holds a meeting to consider the heraldic submissions from
around the Principality. As you know, I'm delegating the processing of heraldic submissions to Lord
Decion, starting with the Naovember meeting, in the hope that I'll hand on the office of Crux Australis
Herald o him at Twelfth Night. My October meeting will therefore be the final meeting held at my
home in Innilgard: Sunday 14th October at The Scriptorium 1A, 2A Te Anau Avenue, Prospect SA
5082, starting at 2.00pm and continuing informally into the evening.

The November meeting on Satrday 17th November (and subsequent meetings) will be heid at
venue to be arranged by Lord Decion ap Dyfrwr Trefriw, in Stormhold,

The Hund Pursuivant, Master Thorfinn Hrolfsson [Stephen Roylance], holds weekly meetings 10
provide comments on submissions from other kingdoms. There’s a meeting at 8.00pm every Monday
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night at the home of Lord Thrainn J drngrimsson [Stefan Akerblom], “Fjordhalla”, 7 Glenlea Close,
Rowville VIC 3178. There’s often an additional meeting on the first Tuesday of the monih, at a dif-
ferent venue. Regular commentary is also taking place in Innilgard {Adelaide], Llyn Aran {Lake
Macquarie NSWJ, River Haven [Brisbane] and Ynys Fawr [Hobart]. Contact the relevant local herald
for details. Hund Franchise meetings are no longer being held in Aneala [Perth].

Position Vacant: Field Deputy

A brief reminder that the position of Field Deputy to the Crux Australis Herald is vacant. For more
details, see the July Camel. If you're interested in applying, please write and let me know,

This Month’s Submissions

The September meeting of the College of Heralds of the Kingdom of the West in the Principality of
Lochac was held on Sunday 16th September at The Scriptorium I[IA. Present were Master Gereint
Scholar, Crux Australis Herald; Mistress Aislinn de Valence, Frette Rouge Pursuivant; PEs At Large
Lord Dubhghlas MacAilean, Prince Haos Windchaser, Lord René du Bon Bois and Lord Robert Fur-
ness of Southwood; Cornet Princess Bryony of the Bees; a visitor whose name enfirely escapes me at

the moment, but she knows who she is; and distractions Rowan Pawl, Gryff Morgan and The Cat.

The usual abbreviations are used: “CVD” means “clear visual difference”, as defined by our heraldic
Rules for Submissions (RfS). Books cited only by the author’s name have been listed in the Library of
the Crux Australis Herald, which was last printed in the Camel for March 1990.

1. Arx Draconis, Skire of (name resubmission to Crux Australis and new device; SUBMITTED)
(HID544]
Vert, a sword proper, overall two dragons combaitant Or mainiaining between them a laurel
wrealth argent,

This Shire’s name was originally submitted as Draconis F ortae, a name which was returned
by Crux Australis in June 1990 because it wasn’t correctly-formed Latin with the intended mean-
ing of “Dragon’s Keep™, The submission also lacked a supporting petition from the populace.

The new name is the correct Latin for “Dragon’s Keep”. As excellently docomented by the
submittors in two different Latin dictionaries {1, arx is the noun “keep” (“that part of a city
which is a fortified eminence™); and draco is “dragon”; draconis is the correct genitive form,
used to denote possession, The name is clear of the registered names such as Dragon’s Lair,
Dragor’s Mark and so on by RfS V.4, “Difference of Phrases”, which says “If at least one phrase
in a name is significantly changed, the names will not conflict”.

The device is awkward to blazon, although visually integrated.

Both name and device have been supported by a petition from the populace.

Consulting herald: Olafr Thordarson.,

[A Note about Swords Proper: Remember, a “sword proper” is defined as having an argent
blade and a Or hilt. By default, a sword is palewise, with blade uppermost.)

2. Benedetta de Spenser (new name and device; SUBMITTED}) [Saint Bartholomew, HID472]
Vert, in bend three wyverns, erect and sinister facing, Or.

According to Withycombe, Benedetta is the Italian form of the female name that appears in
English as Benedicta, a name which in turn appears in England “from the beginning of the 13th
cenfory” (p.46). 1t derives from the Latin benedictus, “blessed”, and we presume it’s period.
Reaney dates the surname (in the form e Spenser) to AD1275 (p.328). In this period names often
used le and de almost interchangeably, so we believe this nume should be registerable. (The Earl
of Spenser who invented the undersarment of the same name lived after the end of the SCA’s
period.)

The device is clear of the badge registered 1o Baroness Fowyn Amberdrake, who was
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Clarion Queen of Arms 1985-86: Vert, semy of dragons segreant, wings displaved, Or (SCA
badge, Sept 81). We can count one CVD for the different number of monsters, “three” vs “many”,
since RfS X.4.1, “Number Changes”, says “‘one, two and three are significantly different from any
number”; and another CVD for the change of posture of the charges, “segreant, wings displayed™
vs “erect and sinister facing” (X.4.h, “Posture Changes™).

Caonsulting herald: Llewellyn Judda of the Marches.

3. Erinn Ailinna Inion Llewellyn O’Meath (new name and device; RETURNED) {Innilgard,
HID570]
Per fess sable and azure, a falcon close and in chief two crescents argent.

The name is intended to be a mix of Irish and Welsh. The submittor has documented both
Erinn and Ailinn from Charles Squire’s Celtic Myth and Legend (p.126 and p.188 respectively).
However, as the book itself clearly explains, both are somewhat extraordinary individuals. Erinn
is actually the genitive form of Eriu, one of the three ancient names of Ireland (which according
to the legend was named afier a women/goddess}, whilst Ailinn was the daughter of the King of
Leinster’s son. Neither of these are exactly “normal” people. According to O*Corrain & Maguire,
“Eriu was the ordinary name for Ireland but Erin was also a goddess and, like other goddess-
names, Eriu could be used as a2 woman’s name’ * (p.89). However, this applies only to the root
form of the name, not the genitive. Whilst the name Erinn has been registered once before, to
Erin of Lema, this registration dates to August 1979, a time when our rnles on names were
much looser. This registration cannot therefore be used as documentation, Although the submitior
will accept minor changes, | must return this submission because the prime given name, Erinn,
does not appear o have been used by humans in period. The submittor claims that Inion is the
Irish for “daughter of”, without documentation, but we also have our doubts that this is the cor-
rect form.

The final two parts of the name would appear to be acceptable: Liewellyn is a popular Welsh
given name, found in Bartrum in the form Liewelyn (p.200), and in its anglicized form of Liewel-
Iyn in Withycomhe (p.197). Meath is a county of Ireland, although from Muir’s Atlas of Ancient,
Medieval and Modern History the period form would appear to be Midhe (p.15).

The submittor also asked us (o register the “SCA nicknames™ Erinn dn Seachrdnai (“Erinn
the Wanderer”) and Erinn dn Neamhchiontach (supposedly “Erinn the Innocent”). These were
listed quite clearly as nicknames, not as altemate submissions. I have therefore ignored them: the
College of Heralds does not deal in nicknames. However, even as alternate submissions, they
would not be acceptable — we still need to document Erinn as a given name used in period by
humans.

The device came blazoned as ...a falcon jessed and belled.... However, I've dropped the
Jessed and belled because this is the default for a falcon. If it didn’t have a jessing and bells, then
it wouldn’t be the tame falcon but a wild hawk — at least that's how medizval heralds thought
about things. Although falcons are close by default, in SCA heraldry they come in a variety of
postures, so [ think it’s worth blazoning it explicitly. Although the device is otherwise acceptable,
it must be returned because there isn’t a guitable name to go with it.

Consulting herald: Kenelm de 1a Dale.

4. Gareth Deufreuddwyd ap Rhys (device resubmission, APPEAL OF RETURN BY LAUREL:
SUBMITTED WITH SUPPORT) {Innilgard, HID498]
Or, a wyvern erect gules within a bordure per bend sinister sable and gules.

Gareth’s name was registered in June 1990. His device was returned at that time for con-
flict with the arms of Dragomanni. Lady Laurel wrote; “The full blazon of the arms of
Dragomanni make it clear that they should be blazoned in Society terms as Or, a wyvern gules.
Thus, this device conflicts with Pragomanni.”

We've found that full blazon in Woodward’s Treaiise (p.297). Woodward writes: “The
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Florentine Dragomanni have, Or, a dragon gules (d' Or, & un dragen ailé & deux pattes de gucles
les ailes levées).” Literally, the original French blazon translates as Of Or, with a dragon winged
with two paws of gules, the wings erectiraised. In the SCA we would indeed blazon this as Or, &
wyvern gules, maybe adding the qualifier wings elevated. Parker’s Glossary confirms that pastes
is the French term for “paws” (p.449); and that levé is the French term “used of a bear when
erect” (p.370) — and presumably this term for “erect” would also be applicable in these other
contexts. Note that ie’s the wings that are erect (“les ailes levées™), not the entire wyvern.

Bruce Draconarivs, in his Picterial Dictionary, clearly states “the wyvem is statant by
default” (p.33). Other references confirm this. Woodward says “The Dragon of Foreign
Heraldry cotresponds with the Wyvern of British Aumory, having only two legs, and being
usually represented with its tail nowed in a circle” (p.292), and his illustration of the arms of
Drake clearly show a wyvern as a wyvern statant (Plate XX VII, fig.8, opposite p.288). Parker
shows a wyvern in the standard statant position (p.122), whilst those in different positions are
clearly blazoned as volant or passant or (in the case of Kennedy on p.123) an illustration of a
wyvern used as a supporter. Franklin & Tanner’s An Encyclopedic Dictionary of Heraldry says
of a wyvern “the usnal attitude is sejant, the claws and curled tail on the ground; erect, the claws
are held in the rampant attitude, and the beast is supported by its tail only” (p.354). For a beast
with only two forelegs, sejunt and staran are essentially the same position. In The Art of
Heraldry, Fox-Davies says the wyvern “is usually represented as resting upon its legs and tail”
(p-161). There can be no doubt that if Dragomanni’s wyvern were anything other than statant, it
would clearly be blazoned as such.

Given that Dragomanni’s wyvern is undoubtedly statanz, whilst Gareth’s proposed wyvern
is erect, we cannot see any reason why a CVD should not be given for difference in posture,
statant for Dragomanni versus erect for Gareth, under RfS X.4.h, “Posture Changes”. The
monsters’ legs and tails are in quite different positions, and even the main lines of the body are
different: diagonal in the wyvern siatant, almost vertical in the wyvern erect. And of course we
can derive another CVD for the addition of the bordure under RfS X.4.b, “Addition of Charges
on the Field”. We therefore fail to see why Gareth’s proposed device should not be registered.

Consulting herald: Robert Furness of Southwood.

5. Isabeau of the Wylde Woode (new name and device; SUBMITTED) [Rowany, HID470]

Argent, three oak trees gules within a bordure sable.

The given name /sabeau has been registered many times before, and certainky needs no fur-
ther documentation from us — which is a good thing, because we couldn’t find any. However,
the submittor reminds us that the French referred to Isabella of Bavaria as Isabeau de Bavidre,
something she confinms in the Encyclopedia Britannica. The byname of the Wylde Woode seems
to be suffering from the “superfluous ‘" syndroma”, as often seen in ¥e Qlde Gifte Shoppe. It
should be remembered that in period English, the final ‘¢’ was usually pronounced, and often
changed the meaning as well. Nevertheless, we are submitting the name in this form because the
submittor will accept correctons if necessary. The Old English for “wild™ was wilde, so at least
wylde is probably an acceptable form for that word.

The device is wonderful period style. The submittor will be advised to draw the frees more
clearly as oaks, with their distinctive leaves and acorns.

Consulting herald: Nygell y Baedd Gwyllt.

. Karl der Kriegerhelm (device resubmission to Crux Australis; SUBMITTED) [Liyn Arian,

HID363)
Per bend argent and gules, a great helm counterchanged within a bordure embattled sable,

This gentle’s name was discussed at my July meeting and was submitted fo Lady Vesper.
The device submitted at that time was Argent, a great helm gules within a bordure embattled
sable. This was returned for conflict with the mundane arms of Knight: Argent, a helmet gules

i
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{Papworth p.912).

Counterchanging the design across the per bend line of division clears this conflict.
However, we suggest the submittor draw the helmet bigger.

Consulting herald: Gilchrist Morgan.

7. Katherine of Wotton-under-Edge (new name and device; SUBMITTED) [Innilgard, HID488]
Lozengy argent and sable, a chevion and in base on a roundel vert a triskelion of legs argent.

The given name Katharine hardly needs further documentation from us. The submittor as-
serts that Worton-under-Edge is mentioned in the Domesday Book: “Tt was a small village in the
county of Gloucestershire, in the hundred of Berkeley”. Whilst no documentation was actually
included, it certainly sounds a likely placename, and I’ve submitted it in the knowledge that Lady
Vesper has a big atlas of Britain.

The device is the submittor’s third choice. Her first choice was Lozengy argent and sable, a
chevron and in base on a roundel gules a triskelion of legs argent. This is illegal under RfS X1.4,
“Arms of Pretense”: “Armory that uses charges which themselves are charged in such a way as to
appear to be arms of pretense is considered presumptuous. Period and modemn heraldic practice
asserts a claim to land or property by surmounting an individual's usual armory with a display of
armory associated with that claim. Such arms of pretense are most commonly placed on an ines-
cutcheon or lozenge, but may also appear on other geometric charges such as roundels, car-
touches etc.” In this case, the problem is that the roundel in base depicts the arms of the Isle of
Man: Gules, a iriskelion of legs argent. Whilst the Manx arms’ legs are armoured, the default
condition, and Katharine’s are without armour, the difference is almost impossible to see from
any distance, Her second choice, actually armouring the legs, only makes things worse. However
her third choice, changing the gules charges to vert, remedies this problem.

The first-choice device was originally blazoned as Lozengy argent and sable, a chevron en-
hanced gules and in base a torteau charged with a triskelion of unarmoured legs argent. 1 drop-
ped the enhanced because any heraldic artist worth his or her salt would automatically raise the
chevron 10 make room for the charge in base. [ also replaced the term forfeau, which is a roundel
gules, for two reasons. One is that [ can then make it clearer that the chevror and the roundel are
the same tincture. The other is that the specific names for differently-tinctured roundels are ac-
tually out of pericd, and I don’t like them anyway. Naturally, more senior heralds will be free to
re-blazon this device any way they like, and the Laurel King of Arms has the final say.

Consulting herald: Kenelm de 1a Dale.

8. Keridwen the Mouse (new name and device; name SUBMITTED, device RETURNED) [Par-
vus Portus, HID553]
Per bend azure and gules, two bendlets Or, overall a mouse “salient” argent, ils tail nowed, in
_sinister chief and within the curve of the tail in bend sinisier two crotchets Or.

Keridwen is a perfectly good Welsh given name, registered many times before in the SCA

— although for the life of us we couldn’t find the documentation, The epithet the Mouse is com-
mon or garden English.
. The device is returned for two stylistic reasons. The first is that the mouse isn’t really in a
standard heraldic posture. Ajthough it came blazoned as safient, it was really half-way towards
sejant erect. RfS VIIL7.a, “Identification Requirement”, says “elements must be recognizable
solely from their appearance”. Whilst this rule is normally invoked to cover the rype of charge, it
also covers issues such as recognizing the posture of heraldic charges. We felt that the posture of
Eeridwen’s mouse could not be clearly described in terms of standard heraldic postures. The
other stylistic prablem is that pair of little musical notes: sitting up inside the tail of the mouse is
simply not a place a medi®val herald would put such subsidiary charges. While the notes are
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" abviously important o the submittor, because she specified the location explicity, this device

would be much better period style if they were placed in a more balanced position — and drawn
as a more significant part of the visual design. We discussed a number of options, and these will
be put to the submittor, )

Consulting herald: Eric of Stormwind.

. Mélisande de Gratia e Sprezzatura (name and device resubmission to Crux Australis; SUB-

MITTED; {Saint Monica, HID490]
Per bend wavy lindenblattschnitten purpure and argent, tn sinister chief a plate.

This gentle previously submitted the name Mélisande da Cara y Sprezzatura, which was
returned by Crux Australis in January 1990 for lack of documentation and a (probably) incorrect
mix of Italian and Spanish grammar. The same device was submitied at that time, but it was
returned for lack of a suitable name, )

" The name is Italian. Withycombe mentions Mélisande as a variant of Millicent, with the

similar form Melisant dated 1o AD1213 {p.220). Whilst we cannot document this specific spelling,
we submit it in"the hope that it may be documentable, The byname de Gratia e Sprezzatura
means “of grace and non-chalance”. The submittor has enclosed photocopies from an Italian—
English dictionary translating sprezzatura as “non-chalance” or “studied carelessness”. (We also
irreverently translated it -as “pretentious wankerism”, albeit “Renaissance pretentious
wankerism”, and slightly less irreverently as “cool”.) The name was actually submitted as’
Mélisande de Gratia et Sprezzatura. As permitted by the submittor, we’ve substituted the correct
Italian word for “and”. (As Lord Robert Furness of Southwood put it, “Italian words just don’t
end in consonants™.) However, while I'm submitting this name, I'd like to raise one point; we
were concerned that the form of the name was unlikely. Can someone be of or Jfrom an abstract
quality? For example, you’d calt someone Thomas the Brave, not Thomas of Bravery. We believe
that a more likely form for this name would be the equivalent of Mélisande the Graceful and
Non-chalant — but turning Talian nouns into Italian adjectives was well bayond the skill of the
meeting. .
As for the device, the unusual fine of division can be found in Fox-Davies’ The Art of
Heraldry (“the Big Fox-Davies™), plate IX no.84; on p.62 he writes “a literal translation of the
German blazon... would be... per bend gules and argent, broken in the form of a linden leaf”,
Although Fox-Davies doesn’t mention the original German term, lndenblattschnitten is a
reasonable “back-translation”, It's clear of Albra Katrine Marie Isabelle Bautiste: Per bend pur-
pure and argent, a moon in her plenitude and a Jeathered serpent glissant bendwise reversed
counierchanged (SCA device, Nov 84). Although we counted nothing for the (non-)difference
between the bezant (which is a roundel argent) and the moon in her plenitude (which is a full
moon with a face), we could count one CVD for the serpent (Rf§ X.4.b, “ Addition of Charges on
the Field”), and another for the different lines of division {X.4.a, “Field Differences™).

Consulting herald: Selwyn Searobyrig. ‘

Nicolette du Loire (name and device resubmission to Crux Australis; SUBMITTED) (Saint
Monica, HID334]

Sable, two bendlets wavy between a roundel and an open book argent.

Lady Nicolette submitted last month under the name Nicolefe fe Noir. This name was retur-

ned for conflict with the registerad narme Nicholas 1z Noir. The same device was submitted at that
time; it was returned for lack of a suitable name.

‘The name is French. Nicolette is found in the relatively famous 13th century French
romance Aucassin et Nicolette, and Withycombe also lists the name as the French feminine form
of Nicholas, a name which comes fram the Greek vig Latin (p.227-28). Dauzat’s Dictionnaire
Etymologique des Noms de Famille et Prénowis de France (“Etymological Dictionary of Family
Names and First Names of France”) {Larousse, Paris 1989} dates Nicoleste to the 12th century

&
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(p-450-51). The Loire is a major river in France. The byname was originally submitted as de i
Loire. However, we’ve substituted what we believe to be the correct French form: de e is usually
contracted to du. On the other hand, Lord René du Bon Bois seems to remember that place names
usually take de no mater what, so the correct form might well be de Loire. Then again, Loire
might be feminine, in which case the correct form would be de la Loire. The submittor will ac-
cept whichever is the correct version — watch the Vesper Minutes for further installments!

The device, as last month, appears free of problems.

Consulting herald: Selwyn Searobyrig.

Saint Bartholomew, College of (new badge; SUBMITTED) [HID321}
Sable, on an open book argent, a bee tergiant proper.

The College’s name was registered in February 1988.

This new badge is possibly in conflict with a badge registered to Lord Frederick Ludovicus
van der Meer: (fieldless} On a cushion argent, a cross of ermine spots sable (SCA badge, Jan 85).
We agree with Lord Goutty @’Bau’s assessment that there’s isn’t much visual difference between
a cushion and an open boak, especially if you compare the fllustrations in the Pictorial Dic-
tionary (p.10 and p.34 respectively). However, whilst we felt the difference wasn’t enou oh for us
to count complete difference under RfS X.2, “Difference of Primary Charge”, we were unsure
whether it might be sufficient to perhaps count 2 CVD. We can count one of the required CVDs
for the fact that Lord Frederick’s badge is fieldless: RfS X.d.ai, “Tieldless Difference”, says “a
piece of fieldless armory may be assumed to have a field that is clearly different from the field of
any other piece of armory”. But the only thing left to count difference with is the charge on the
charge: one’s a bee proper (which is essentially sable), the other is a cross of ermine spots sable.
RfS X.4j, *Changes to Charges on Charges”, says “making two or more visually significant
changes to the same group of charges placed entirely on other charges is one clear visual differ-
ence”. We can count one half of this CVD for the type of the charges, but can we count another
for the number? It depends on whether a cross of four ermine spots is considered o be one
charge or four. I am therefore submitting this badge for a ruling.

Consulting herald: Llewellyn Judde of the Marches.

[A Note about the “Fieldless Difference” Rule: 1f you read that quote from RfS X 4.a.i care-
Jully, you might be saying “Hang on! Does that mean a piece of feldless armory automatically
has a CVD against everything else, whatever that other thing might be?” Yes, that's right. If you
remember the old Rules, yow ll remember that you didn’t need as much difference between
device and a badge as beiween a device and another device, and even less difference between
iwo badges. Some people were under the impression that the new Rules, with the “universal
standard of difference” of two CVDs for everything, would make it harder to register good,
simple, fieldless badges. Not so.

In the SCA, we have our own somewhat arbitrary definition of what's a “device” and what's
a “badge”, whick is oflen a cause for confusion.

In mundane heraldry, you have “arms”, the primary piece of armory registered to an in-
dividual or institution— the design that's painted on shields, borne on flags and so on, Arms may
only be used by their owaer. “Arms” must have a defined field. Mundanely you also have badges,
which are (usually) fieldiess designs, meani to be cast in metal or some such medium, which
“hang logether” as a single uni. Badges are used io mark property, to demonstrate your fealty,
or whatever. Badges don't have fields, and they may be borne by someone other than their awner.

However, in the SCA we use a slightly different administrative distinction, between
“devices” and “badges”. Anyone is allowed to register a “device” | by which we mean “arms’.
If that person is an armiger (thai is, has an Award of Arms or higher award), their device is in-
deed “arms” . If they're not an armiger, their device is what would mundanely be called “arms of
pretense” — a set of heraldic arms a person adopts and uses, although they really don't have any
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“right” to do so. We also have the purely arbitrary rule 1hat no-one may register more than one
device (arms). So what happens if you wani to register a household banner (household arms),
arms for your alternate persona {something we dor’t really do in Lochac), arms for your fighting
unit, or whatever? Well, you register the armory, field and all, but call it a badge. Because it has
a field, and because it'll be displayed just like a device (because in truth it really is a device), it
must have the full amount of difference required of devices. However, we also register “true”
Jreldiess badges, which are also called badges. But because these aren't used for public display,
they don't need the “full” amount of difference, so they get one CVD for being feldless, free.

If you're confused by all this, you're not alone. It's a hangover from the very earliest days of
Society heraldry, when we made a distinction berween “arms” and “devices” . Yes, when the
rules were re-written they could have started a new system, referring to arms as arms, “felded
badges” as ensigns or insignia or “alternative devices” or whatever, and “true” fieldless badges
as badges. However, this would have caused even more confusion. And what would we do with
the thousands of items already registered as badges? Someone would have to go through them,
find out which ones are meant to be arms, and which badges, and re-designate them. Not a
pleasant thoughi. Alas, when you have 15,000 regisiered items, you're stuck with the mistakes of
the past.]

Slaine MacKeelta (device resubmission, APPEAL OF RETURN BY VESPER: SUBMITTED
WITH SUPPORT) {Arx Draconis, HID453]
Sable, three celtic crosses argent.,

This gentle’s name is currently pending at the Laurel office. A device identical to this one
was returned by Lady Vesper in June 1990: “Despite Crux Australis’ arguments to the contrary, it
has recently been decided by Laurel that we cannot get ‘Complete Difference of Charge’ (or even
enough ‘Difference of Primary Charge’ alone} between crosses. This precedent is fairly recent
and has been appealed to the Board of Directors. They have remanded the decision back to the
College of Arms, and we are still debating it. However it is decided, at this point, this extremely
elegant armory is in conflict with Lake: Sable, three crosses crossiet fitchy argent; Apryce: Sable,
three crosses pany argent, etc (Papworth p.671). If the submittor wishes to appeal, he is en-
couraged. to do s0.”

The submitior has indeed chosen to appeal the return, and this meeting gave him full sup-
port.

Consulting herald: the submittor,

{A Note on the Appeals Procedure: I've asked you on several occasions before to read the sec-
tion on appeals in the West Kingdom Heralds Handbook, so [ won't ask you to do that again.
However, it's worth explaining why this particular submission became the subject of an appeal.
This device was originally returned by Lady Lavrel because she believed it to be illegal under the
RIS as they're currensly interpreted. The administrative rules don't permit heralds at any level to
make submissions they know to be illegal. To get the submission “past” the herald who returned
if, and make it the subject of discussion in the College of Arms, the submittor must ask that
herald to make the submission, even though that herald thinks it’s currently illegal — in other
words, the decision must be appealed to the next kighest level, Although this might appear to be
simply a piece of bureaucratic word-play, there is a reason: the submittor needs to undersiand
that the process may take longer than normal — appeals can generate a lot of discussion!]

Thomas of Abraxa (new name and device; SUBMITTED) [Saint Bartholomew, HID438]
Per pale argent and gules, a hand balance, handle 10 base, maintaining in the dexter pan a heart
and in the sinisier pan an open book, counterchanged.

Thomas hardly needs further documentation, Abraxa is found in Thomas More’s Uidpia
(written in AD1516), where it was the original name for Uropia, Whilst we can’t find the name
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Abraxa in any other source, and we can find no record of how More came up with the name, it
might still be legal. RfS 11.3, “Invented Names™, says “New name elements... borrowed from a
literary source may be used if they follow the nules for name formation from a linguistic tradition
compatible with the domain of the Society and the name elements used”. We’re submitting this in
the hope that someone might help us verify that, like the name Utopia itsell, Abraxa is correctly-
formed Greek. We also note that although Utopia is a perfect place, Abraxa wast’t, and we see
no possibility of presumption from using this name. On the other hand, the name Thomas of
Ulopia might be returned because that name could be taken as referring to Thomas More himself.
Given that Usopia and Abraxa are the same place, and Abraxe is a name unique to More's work,
does this name suffer the same problem? We thought not, but...

The device also raised a number of issues, some of which tock us well away from purely
heraldic matters. Is a hand balance with its handle to base actually feasible, from a mechanical
engineering viewpoint? Also, given that there’s a ban on counterchanging long skinny objects
down their length, we noted that the handle of the balance runs down the counterchanging line of
division. Is this legal? (Given Lord Laurel’s favorable ruling on another submission involving an
axe (see page 10), I would suspect this device is also legal.} And, yes, it’s a symbolic representa-
tion of the balance between the emotions and the intellect. Ho hum. (Sorry, Lord Thomas, but it’s
been a long day.)

Consulting herald: Llewellyn Judde of the Marches.

Valentine du Promontsire (new name; SUBMITTED) [Saint Bartholomew, HIDA492]

The given name Valentine was used by both men and women, deriving from the Latin
valens “strong”, “healthy”. Withycombe dates its use in this form to AD1553 (p.286). The loca-
tive byname du Promontoire is French for “of the promontory” (as in “headland”). We're not sure
whether promonioire is mascuoline or feminine. If masculine, the form du Promontoire is correct,
since du is the usual contraction of the masculine de fe. However, if it’s feminine, the correct
form would be de la Promontoire. The submittor has given us permission to correct the grammar
if necessary.

Consulting herald: Llewellyn Judde of the Marches (again!).

As usual, I've included drawings of all the devices considered at the meeting. This month, you’ll find
them on pages 11 and 12.

News of Previous Submissions

The West Kingdom College of Heralds’ Minutes for August arrived on 17th September, and the ex-
tracts concerning Lochac are on pages 13-16.

The Laurel King of Arms” Lesrer of Acceptance and Return (LoAR) for his August meeting also ar-
rived on 17th September, and the extract conceming the (single) submission from Lochac is on page
16. On that page you’ll also find some material taken from Lord Laurel’s covering letter.

Precedents

In this section of the Camel I mention any interesting clarifications to the RfS that appear in Lord
Laurel’s LoARs. From the August LoAR we have:

* Documentation was submitted... demonstrating the violin to be period within the
period of study of the SCA, although very late period.

* [Period heralds didn’t appear to count difference between a per tess field divisian and
a freld with a chief. However...] The SCA has long considered a per fess division to be
different from a field and a chief. Tt is Lauret’s position {with which some of us wilino =
doubt disagree) that our own traditions have to be considered as well as period mun-
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dane precedent in considering armory for registration.
* Cobras have their hoods expanded by default,

* [Concerning a device with an axe counterchanged along a per fess line of division,)
There was some discussion regarding whether the axe fell under the ban on a long
skinny charge counterchanged along its long axis. It was the consensus of the meeting,
after looking at the full-sized emblazon, that the axe was clearly identifiable as an axe
even though the haft was counterchanged, and so was permissable in this case.

[Returning a device with a pentacle on i1, under appeal,] Despite Laurel’s personal
feelings on the matter, in formal and informal polls taken by a number of heralds
{including Laurel) of both heralds and general populace members a significant percen-
tage of Society members (in my poll, over half) had problems with the pentacle on the
grounds of offensiveness because of association with black magic and “Satanism”,
especially given the recent publicity in relation to events in California in which inver-
ted pentacles (only a 38° rotation of the charge} were prominently displayed in a num-
ber of newspapers and news magazines. Negative reactions ranged from being uncomfort-
able with the charge to a forthright “If I had to face that on the field T would not fight”,
As a consequence, I believe that a significant percentage of the populace finds the
charge offensive and so cannot register it.

The precedents disallowing compony bordures sharing a tincture with the field are all
fairly clear, the discussion during the Rules revision seemed in general to support the
ban, and most of the examples cited by Brigangia in support of this submission relate to
royal armory and are few enough that they may probably be considered exceptions to
the general rule. As stated by several of my predecessors, we try to follow the general
rule, not the exception. The reasons for the original ban on compony bordures sharing a
tincture with the field, viz., visual confusion, appear to be more compelling than the
reasons for allowing such bordures. The ban on compony bordures sharing a tincture
with the field stands.

The “unicorn” [in this submission] is not a unicorn, bui a “unicornate horse”, which
has been disallowed for some time... As what is registered is the emblazon, and the
emblazon as submitted cannot be registered, please have the submittor... draw a proper
heraldic unicorn,

As before, these comments are quoted verbarim from Lord Laurel’s own notes. If you need further
clarification of any of his points, please let me know.

Errata

I made a few mistakes in the July Camel, three of them concerning the submissions from Arx
Draconis. I blazoned the proposed device for Ceridwen ferch Dafydd ap Cradog as: Vert, a fess wavy
between four leeks, three and two, argent, I'm sure I meant four leeks, three and one. (And who said
heralds can’t count?) And I blazoned the device for Olufr Thordarson differently in two different
places. The correct blazon is: Argent, fretty azure, four ravens, heads bowed, gules. Fortunately,
neither of these mistakes will affect the submission process, since both the Vesper and Laurel offices
are provided with the original submission forms. Olafr also notes that in the discussion of his submis-
sion I say: “The device is clear of the mundane arms of Trelamer: Argent, four Cornish choughs two
and two respecting each other proper (Papworth, p.334). (Papworth says another source blazons
these arms as: Argent, four ravens sable, membered gules, two and iwo respecting each other
proper” If you're confused by the last blazen, you're doing fine: it makes more sense if you remove
that final word, “proper”.
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My thanks to Olafr Thordarson for pointing out these mistakes. May I remind you again that I like
having my mistakes pointed out — because that way [ can do something about correcting them. If
you notice a mistake in the Camel, or in any of the documents that issue from the Crux Australis
office, please tell me about them as quickly as possible.

(Un)Paid Announcement

[7€s somewhat unusual for the Camel fo run what is basically advertising material, especially when it

has such political import as the following, but... The following material comes from Lord Decion ap
Dyfrwr Trefriw.]

As many of you will be aware, Stormhold is hosting the War between itself and those dishonourable
citizens fron the North (ie. Rowany) in December of this year (see recent issues of Pegasus for
details). This will be a two-day camping event and as such will require heralds to perform duty work
during the daylight hours and at the feast(s).

Lam trying a grand scheme: setting up a preliminary roster for the event before it happens. To do this,
however, I need to get some indication of how many heralds wifling © perform duty work will be
there. | would very much apreciate hearing from anyone — soon — who is reasonably confident that
they will be available.

All interested should contact (preferably in writing) the Goutty d'Eau Pursuivant, Decion ap Dyfrwr

Trefriw, c/- Bruce Probst, 4 Max Court, Noble Park VIC 3174, Telephone (03):547-0654 (a.h.), (03}
606-5211 (b.h.).

[Portions of the above constitute an unpaid political announcement and should not be construed as

. . ' ., — AT
representing the Editor's opinions.) A \,
f’&ﬁcﬁé@)n
Your Servant, by
s
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aron Master Gereint Scholar
Crux Australis Herald

The following armory was considered by the Crux Australis Herald at his meeting an 16th September A.S. XXV
(1990), and was submitted to the Vesper Principal Herald, unless marked otherwise:
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The following submissions were RETURNED by the Vesper Principal Herald on 3th August AS. XXV (1990):

lanv the Confused (St. Ursula) name passed, device RETURNED
O, an urchin statznt qules, a chief sable naily argent.

"Maily" is an SCh invention, a field treatment of 2 sexe of interlocking annulets that looks like chain
sail. It is depicted as being throughout. While ve found no conflict for this device, the maily on the
chief vas dram as three rows of interlocking annulets and was not throughout. As the submittor
permitted absolutely ¥o changes to his device, ve did not feel that ve could redrav the charges on the
chief correctly. Consulting herald: hndrev of Guent. :

The foflowing submission was REGISTERED by the Laurel King of Arms on 25th August A.5. XXV (1990):

Aveline de Roet. Device. Per chevron sable and azure, a sexhorse erect mainraining a pitcher, in chief

A crescenr, all argent.

PRECEDENT

After much thought and discussion, it has been decided, for purposes of X.4.d, ¢ and h of the Rules for
Submission, that the bottomnmost of three charges, either on the field alone or around an ordinary, is
defined as cne-half of the group. While [ do not regard this definition as necessarily the ideal fix, it will
solve most of the problems which have led to the return of a number of pieces of armory recently which
Most commenters seem to agree ought to be sufficiendy clear. 1 am nor certain in my own mind but that
the total amount of difference which can be obtained for changes to one of three charges should be
limited to one CVD - that is to s3ay, changing the type and tincture of the bottommast of three charges,

either alone on the field or around an ordinary, would not be worth two CVDs. | would appreciate your
commentary on this. For now, however, multiple changes to the basemost of three charges under this

definition will be granted a maximum of one CVD.

DRAWING™ ON YOUR OPINION

A number of commenters have suggested, given the repeated submission of some devices with “indented”

lines of division which have the appearance of having been made with a "pair of pinking shears”, that such
submissions should be retumned for redrawing rather than registered with a note to the submitters
regarding making the indentations fewer and much bolder.  While ! am in sympathy with such a
suggestion (having thought it myself on a number of occasions), | am less cerain that such a policy
should be implemented. | would appreciate your thoughts, pro and con, on the marter, with your next

Letter of Comment.
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